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Sonita Alleyne OBE
Appointed Chair of the
Kettle’s Yard Committee

27 March 2023

Kettle’s Yard is delighted to announce the
appointment of Sonita Alleyne OBE as the new
Chair of the Kettle’s Yard Committee.

As Chair, Alleyne will lead the Committee, support
the smooth running of Kettle’s Yard, offer advice
and guidance to the Director and the rest of the
Kettle’s Yard team and act as an advocate and
champion of Kettle’s Yard.

Alleyne is currently Master of Jesus College,
Cambridge and is the first woman to lead the
college since its foundation in 1496. She is an
honorary fellow of Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge
and holds an honorary Doctorate from the
University of the West Indies. She is also Patron of
the Red Hen Project in Cambridge, a Cambridge
charity who has worked closely with Kettle’s Yard
on family and community projects. Previously,
Alleyne has held board roles at places including the
Museum of London, University of the Arts London
and the BBC Trust.

Sonita Alleyne says:

“I am so pleased to be taking up the post of Chair
of the Kettle’s Yard Committee. Kettle’s Yard is an
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important part of the cultural landscape of
Cambridge and I am looking forward to working
with the team at an exciting time for the gallery.”

Andrew Nairne, Kettle’s Yard Director, says:

“The Kettle’s Yard Committee is an integral part of
Kettle’s Yard, overseeing everything we do. We are
delighted to be welcoming Sonita Alleyne as our
new Chair. Sonita brings exceptional arts, business
and leadership experience. We look forward to
working closely with Sonita to achieve our future
ambitions.”

Sonita Alleyne succeeds Bridget Kendall MBE,
whom we are very grateful to for her support and
hard work over the past three years.

The team at Kettle’s Yard is governed and
supported by a formal university committee. The
Director and other staff report to the Committee
on a quarterly basis. The Committee is the
decision-making body for Kettle’s Yard, drawing on
the expertise of staff and relevant sub committees.
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About Kettle’s Yard

Created by former Tate Curator Jim Ede in 1957,
Kettle’s Yard is one of Britain’s best galleries — a
beautiful and unique house with a distinctive modern
art collection, and a gallery exhibiting modern and
contemporary art. Supporting this is an established
learning and community engagement programme,
archive, and programme of chamber concerts. In
February 2018, Kettle’s Yard reopened after a two-year
redevelopment designed by architect Jamie Fobert. The
new Kettle’s Yard includes beautiful galleries, generous :
education spaces, a café, shop and new welcome areas. Kettle’s Yard House, photo: Paul Allitt
Kettle’s Yard’s mission is to contribute to society by

inspiring and engaging audiences through art, learning

and research of the highest quality. We believe that

great art should not be the privilege of the few, but for

everyone. Our values reflect Kettle’s Yard’s creator Jim

Ede’s support for artists and belief in art’s power to

make us look again and change how we act in the

world.
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